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What is a college seminary? 

Do I have to know for sure that I am 
going to be a priest to go to the college 
seminary? 

How old do I have to be to go to the 
college seminary? 

What's the biggest difference between 
going to college and going to a college 
seminary? 

What advantages are there to being a 
college seminarian? 

What do I study at the college 
seminary? 

How smart do I have to be to be a 
college seminarian? 

How much does college seminary cost, 
and how do I pay for it? 

9. What can I do if my parents think I
should wait until I graduate from
college or work a few years before I
start studying for priesthood?

10. What will my friends think?

11. Can I date if I go to a college seminary?

12. Can I go to parties if I go to a college
seminary?

13. Can I play sports if I go the college
seminary?

11. CAN I DATE IF I GO TO A COLLEGE SEMINARY? 

Seminarians are encouraged to build strong relationships
with men and women, so social interaction with women is
encouraged. Exclusive dating relationships are not
permitted, because a man needs to discover whether the
commitment to celibacy will be possible for him. You
cannot fully and fairly discern priesthood while in a dating
relationship. College seminarians are encouraged to live the
challenge of celibate love to see if it fits them. This
includes: striving to use their energies to grow passionately
in love with God and to feel His passionate love for them;
to make efforts to be inclusive in their relationships seeking
out those whom others keep at a distance; to stretch
themselves in their commitments of service so that they feel
themselves spending their lives tirelessly for the sake of the
many; to speak fearlessly for the truth in defense of life and
the vulnerable today; to live more simply in the world so as
to witness more effectively to the Gospel of Jesus we
profess; to be radically involved in people's lives as a means
of God's forgiveness, mercy and compassion; and to see
each person as brother and sister in the Lord. If these kinds
of experiences draw a genuine sense of joy to their heart,
then priesthood will likely be a good fit for them.

12. CAN I GO TO PARTIES IF I GO TO A COLLEGE SEMINARY? 

Going to parties and being involved in college social life are
important for seminarians. They don't lead separate lives
from other college students. Obviously good moral
behavior is important for seminarians, so legal and
appropriate use of alcohol is expected.

13. CAN I PLAY SPORTS IF I GO THE COLLEGE SEMINARY? 

Absolutely! Physical exercise and athletic competitions are
important for all seminarians as well. Some seminaries are
involved in campus athletic competitions in football,
basketball, soccer, and baseball. Depending on the sport,
some seminarians participate on the varsity teams at the
college or university they attend. Many seminaries also have
seminary competitions in various sports, such as basketball,
soccer, and racquetball.

If you have further questions or are interested in 
considering priesthood and seminary formation: 

Very Rev. Christopher J. Bethge
Vocation Director 

Diocese of Brooklyn 
Phone: 718-827-2454 

Email: vocations@cliobrook.org 

Special thanks to Fr.John Regan from the Diocese ofJoilet 
for the information contained in this brochure. 
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