iocese Found in Compliance
with Child Protection Audit

L

The Gavin Group, Inc,, a Boston-
pased independent firm hvmlcn] by
william A. Gavin, a retired FBI official,
reported that the Diocese of Brooklyn
continues to be in full compliance with
the requirements of the Charter for
the Protection of Children and Young
|"~nph'

This is the second audit of the dio-

cese, and the second time it has been

found in full compliance. The most
recent audit covered the period from
jjuh’ 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010, The
results are based on an exhaustive
review by lh\(' in(lv.lwmh-nl profession-

; al auditing firm of policies, and docu-

~ ments, andinterviews with diocesan

’ officials, parish m\ul community mem-

~ pers, and civ_il U"l.(iﬂl.\.

1 “The safety of children is my high-
est prioril”y," says Bishop Nicholas
piMarzio. “We will continue to insist
that our parishes, schools, and instity-
tions continue to ensure a Safe
Environment. I remain grateful to the
many qualified and committed lay peo-
ple who help to implement our pro-
gram, and f(‘;r the cooperation and
enthusiasm of our priests, deacons, reli-
gious, lay employees, and volunteers”

Vigilant Protectors of Youth

“We will continue to be vigilant in

“We. trust

the protection of our young people,”
Bishop DiMarzio said. “I am convinced
that there is no other institution doing
more than the Catholic Church to
protect children”

The auditors looked again at the
adequacy of such things as: policies for
responding to complaints; outreach to
victims; the work done by the
Diocesan Lay Review Board; inde-
pendence and use of lay review boards;
policies for removing priests who have
abused the innocent; and the parish,
school, and diocesan compliance with
the Safe Environment programs.

The report affirms that the diocese
continues to respond swiftly to all alle-
gations, reaches out pastorally to vic-
tms, reports all allegations to public
authorities, conducts an investigations
with the help of the Lay Review Board,
and has implemented a comprehensive
Safe Environment Program,

The diocese has established clear
and well-publicized standards of minis-
terial behavior for priests and deacons,
A communications policy remains is in
effect which reflects the bishop's pledge
to be open and transparent on issucs
regarding the sexual abuse of children,

The diocese assists and supports all
parish communitics directly affected

by ministerial misconduct involving

appropriate law enforcement
minors

resources where permissible. It also
employs adequate screening and evalu-

ative techniques in deciding the Niness
of candidates for ordination

Furthermore, Bishop DiMarzio
has a standing offer to meet with any
victim who has reported an allegation
of abuse. The bishop or his delegates
inform communities in which the sex
ual abuse occurred and provide sup-
port services for those in need

There is no priest or deacon sery
ing in the diocese who has had a cred
ible allegation of sexual abuse made
against him. The diocese has not
allowed the transfer of any priest or
deacon who has had a credible allega-
tion of sexual abuse made against him
to another diocese for residence since
the passing of the USCCB Charter for
the Protection of Children and Young
People.

Clear Standards of Conduct

The Diocese has clear and wT‘ll
publicized standards of conduct for
persons in positions of trust with
regard to sexual abuse. It conducts
background evaluations for all dioce-
san and parish personnel who have
regular contact with minors, using

The diocese has a mechanism in
place to respond promptly to any alle-
gation where there is reason to believe
that sexual abuse of a minor occurred
It also has a victim assistance coordina-
tor, Sister Ellen Patricia Finn, O.P, who
is a licensed certified social worker
with extensive experience dealing with
victims of sexual abuse

Abuse Crisis Demands Transparency of Church

VATICAN CITY (CNS) = The clerical sex abuse crisis was a serfous proving
ground for the Catholic Church and its commitment to be open and honest with
the world about the failures of its members, said Jesuit Father Federico
Lombardi, the Vatican spokesman.

“There was a great loss of trust in the church - partially justified, partially
caused by a negative and incomplete presentation of the problem - but this dam-
age, as the pope said, can be overcome with good if we move in the direction of
a profound purification and renewal” so that no one is ever again abused by a
priest or church worker, he said.

Father Lombardi, who directs the Vatican press office, Vatican Radio and the

Vatican television center, said the only way to promote church unity in the mids
of controversies and protect the freedom of expression and truth in the church
is to be credible and transparent.

Fidelis\Medidate
Advantage,’

Fide

Medicare coverage that helps you feel right at home.
Whether it’s at your kitchen table or the local coffee shop, your Fidelis
Medicare Advantage Representative

and help you choose the

will answer all your questions
plan that's right for you.

Our Medicare Advantage plans include:

* Thousands of quality doctors and hospitals
* Personalized service..,

we'll meet with you in the comfort of your own home.

Fidelis Medicare
lvan(age

Great benefits. Low cost.

Call us today to make an appointment!

Donafits, formulary, pharmacy network,
pramium and/or co Paymentw/co-insurance
may change on January 1, 2012, Please
contact Fidelis Care for detalls

1-800-860-8707 (17v: 1-800..

Fidelia Care s a health plan
with a Medicar contract

(FIDELIS CARE'
558-1125) o tideliscare.org

HER20 FC 10112 Fie and
Use 00132010

Monday-Friday 8am 8pm

lis Care is sponsored by the Dioces

an Bishops of New York State





