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Put Out Into the Deep

Protecting Children

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Each year, the Board established by the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops to oversee the
implementation of the Charter for the Protection of
Children and Young People issues an annual report.
The report for 2006 has just been published and it
gives information of how the Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young People has been
implemented throughout the archdioceses, dioceses
and eparchies of the United States.

As you may recall, in 2002 the Church was faced
with a new issue of understanding the depth of sex-
ual abuse within the Church itself by members of the
clergy. The Bishops that year gathered in Dallas and
prepared the Charter for the Protection of Children
and Young People, as well as canonical norms for
dealing with those who perpetrated these crimes. At
the same time, the pledge to protect and heal was
made and resulted in the various prevention pro-
grams throughout the dioceses in the United States.
The full report is available on the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops Web site,
www.usccb.org.

The general report shows the success of the
Charter in identifying victims and survivors of
abuse and bringing forth allegations. This is the key
element. We must assist those who have been
abused and protect others from ever being abused.
Progress is being made, and outreach to victims and
survivors is a priority for the Church. In our own
diocese, we have an extensive program of outreach
and counseling for any victims who present them-
selves, under the direction of our Victims Assistance
Coordinator, Sister Ellen Patricia Finn, O.P., of
Catholic Charities of Brooklyn and Queens. This ini-
tiative, while extraordinarily difficult and delicate,
has occasioned many moments of real healing and
renewal. These moments would not have been pos-
sible without the many hours of care and prayer
Sister Ellen Patricia has spent with these victims.
They, as well as the Diocese, owe Sister Ellen
Patricia our sincere thanks.

One of the purposes of the annual report is to
track any new cases of clergy sexual abuse.
Fortunately, there is a dramatic diminution of any
reported cases, and those which are reported are usu-
ally of an historical nature, although 16 new cases
have been reported throughout the United States.
These would be cases in which a credible allegation
has been made. If we look at the larger picture, how-
ever, we recognize that it is only four percent of the
Catholic priests in the United States in the last 60
years who have done a huge amount of damage. The
other 96 percent have been faithful servants of the
Lord. The vast majority of those who have been
proven to be abusers are no longer priests, or have
been removed from ministry.

The real purpose of the Charter was to protect our
children. Church investment in child protection
efforts has increased nationally 35 percent. The
Church in the United States spent more than $27
million for child protection efforts in 2006. To date
more than six million children have participated in
child protection programs. I take this opportunity to
thank Sister Patricia Hudson, C.S.J.,, Child
Protection Coordinator for the Diocese of Brooklyn,
for her extraordinary efforts in reaching out to our
children in Catholic schools, religious education pro-
grams and those who come in contact with Church
personnel. The education of our children in ways in
which they can protect themselves from any type of
abuse is critical.

Cooperation of our parishes has been extraordi-
nary; there has been a massive educational effort
that has taken place in record time. We have con-
ducted background checks on all employees who have
contact with children. Any new employees must
undergo a background check and sign a Code of
Conduct before they can have any contact with chil-
dren.

The Church has been a leader in many social
efforts in the past. Unfortunately, the failure to
understand the depth of the sexual abuse crisis with-
in the Church will be a sad page in our history. What
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is bast, however, can teach us how in the f_uufrc we
can be in the forefront of protecting our nation’s chil-
dren against crimes of sexual abuse, because it is not
only in the context of the (_Ihurch that abuse takes
place, but more prevalent is the‘ issue in families,
schools and other places where children are vulnera-
ble. g

Another as of the annual report is the com-
mitment of thgegishops in the United{ States to t'he
research by the John Jay College of Criminal Justice
to understand the causes and context of clergy sexu-
al abuse. I myself am a consultant to the research
currently being undertaken by John Jay College,
since I have a background in social research. I can
personally attest that the objectivity shown by John
Jay and the findings will give direction for future
means of prevention. Another initiative the Bishops
have launched is to educate our children regarding
Internet pornography, a problem that is growing sig-
nificantly in our society. It is important for the
Church to exercise leadership in this area and to
make groundbreaking initiatives to ensure protec-
tion of our children in any way.

Our own diocese will continue to protect our chil-
dren, to reach out to victims and to deal justly with
any accusations that are made. I use this occasion to
thank our Diocesan Review Board, which investi-
gates allegations of abuse and advises me concerning
the credibility of allegations. These volunteers meet
twice a month for many hours, a painstaking and
heartbreaking task of sifting through allegations and
tgstimony, with an aim to bringing justice to a sad
situation.

Truly, the Church has “put out into the deep” in its
efforts to protect our young people from abuse in the
Church and without. T ask you to pray for all victims
of sexual abuse, especially those perpetrated by cler-
gy, thal' their healing by the Lord may be thorough. I
take this opportunity to thank all those whose efforts
have made our diocesan program successful, and
a“hm{g}} many of its aspects are inconvenient, I
know it is worth the effort to protect the gift of chil-
dren that God has given us.
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