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My dear brothers and sisters in the Lord,

This coming week, the diocesan website
(www.dioceseofbrooklyn.org) will carry an exten-
sive report to the laity of the Diocese of Brooklyn
entitled, From Shadow to Light and from Scandal
to Healing: The Experience of the Diocese of
Brooklyn with the Sex Abuse Scandal. This report
responds to many of the concerns surrounding the
issue of sexual abuse perpetrated by members of
the clergy and employees of the Catholic Church
in the United States and our own Diocese of
Brooklyn. Today, however, I would like to answer
some of the most asked questions regarding the
current debate on this matter.

Question 1: Why does the New York State
Catholic Conference oppose the Markey Bill in
favor of the Lopez Bill?

The easy answer perhaps is that there must be
fairness to all victims and no exclusion of institutions
that might have some responsibility for not prevent-
ing sexual abuse. The Markey Bill creates two class-
es of victims; namely, those who claim to have been
victimized by clergy and employees of the Catholic
Church and other not-for-profit institutions, and
those who were victimized by employees of govern-
mental institutions such as the public schools.
Victims of employees of public institutions current-
ly cannot commence litigation unless a Notice of
Claim is filed with the institution within 90 days of
the claimed abuse. The Markey Bill only permits an
extension of the statute of limitations for those vic-
tims who claim to have been abused by church or
not-for-profit institutions, clergy or employees and
not those abused by employees of public schools. It
provides for a one-year period by which cases may
be brought against churches or not-for-profit institu-
tions regardless of when the abuse occurred. There
is no such provision in the Markey Bill for victims of
public school teachers or other governmental
employees. The statute of limitations is a principle
of law which goes back centuries and is meant to
instill fairness to all in the judicial process. After a
certain period of time, memories fade, witnesses are
not available and perpetrators die. The Markey Bill
claims to protect victims in the future, yet, only
addresses past issues. On the other hand, the Lopez
Bill extends the period of time for all victims so that
they have an additional five years after majority in
order to litigate their claim. It is a look forward bill
not a look back bill.

Question 2: Does the Church ignore victims
and its responsibility toward them?

I must answer clearly that the Church never
ignores victims, certainly, since the Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young People of 2002
was adopted by the Bishops of the U.S., where clear
procedures are outlined for offering counseling to
victims on an ongoing basis without limitations as
long as a professional counselor deems it necessary.
This counseling is offered without external verifi-
cation except on the word of the presenting victim.
Also, meetings of reconciliation are offered to all
victims. An invitation is extended to victim/sur-
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Question 3: What has the Church e

prevent a recurrence of the sexual abuse
?
e l;:;t!, we must affirm that this is a crisis of the
past. Since the early 1980s, the number offcasc;
has dramatically declined. Even reporting o iuc‘t
cases is practically non-existent. Unfortunate )g (;S
seems that historical cases stem from the 19
and '70s. It has been described by some profes-
sionals as an epidemic, meaning that it had s
beginning and an end. In studies being c<_mdur:t<;<
by the John Jay College of Criminal Justice, seek-
ing to find the causes in the context of that :;:—
called epidemic, I myself am a consultant to the
research committee because of my background in
social research. The full report will not be a_ve_ul-
able for at least another year. However, promising
research findings will help to clarify the causes of
the crisis. But what is the Church doing to prevent
these occurrences in the future? Our victim pre-
vention program is extensive. Sometimes it is mis-
understood. All clergy and employees of the dio-
cese who have contact with children are required
to take VIRTUS training which informs them
about the danger signs that should be detected
when a child seems disturbed, perhaps because of
sexual abuse. All clergy and employees undergo
criminal background checks according to New
York State laws. Unfortunately recently, it was
reported by the New York State Comptroller that
between 2006 and 2007, 30 individuals without
criminal background checks were hired by the
New York Public Schools including one alleged sex
offender. The prevention efforts of our diocese are
directed by Sister Pat Hudson, CS.J. Extensive
efforts have been made including the training of
children to be aware of potential sexual predators.
This program is called the Child Lures Program
and is in place in all of our parishes. Last year, the
cost of this program was $315,000.

Question 4: Is it the Church’s desire that vic-
tims be prevented from having their day in court in
order to bring suit against the institution of the
Church?

The Church supports the position that victims
should have their day in court and access to our
judicial process. Its support of the Lopez Bill is a
clear indication of this position. The Lopez Bill
extends the statute of limitations for a longer peri-
od of time than the Markey Bill so that more vic-
tims of abuse may bring lawsuits in the future. It
also permits individuals who have been victimized
by perpetrators employed by public institutions to

bring lawsuits. Under New York State [ay, ¢, i
a lawsuit against a public school or mumﬁp‘];ng
you must first file a notice within 90 days of ty,
incident indicating your intention to sue. the
involving minors, it is 90 days after reaching the
of 18. The Markey Bill does nothing to eitiog, e
“notice of claim” obstacle. The Lopez Bjj) 5l at
institutions equally = public, non-profiy ey
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tims whose only difference is where their . ic.
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such cases is contrary to our traditiona] s of
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mined that it is not fair to bring such cases - 3
necessary individuals are deceased and adeq u:n
evidence cannot be obtained. te
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on 5: What is the likely impact upo, &
Church if this legislation were to pass?

Some have alleged that the Chuyry b
resources to pay the extraordinary settlements thk
are requested. We cannot forget that the Mark:;
Bill, before the legislature, comes by oy
California where each case of abuse was il r0
approximately $2 million, almost as a class 3cu':
case. The issue of bankruptcy has been brough,
Since it really is not known what the liability is ye,
many dioceses, five to be exact, have filed for |, b
ruptcy and reorganization since they cannot "
the extraordinary settlements required. There
little insurance coverage for these historical jng.
dents since many of these insurance compapje
have already consolidated or gone out of businesg
and they also have statutes of limitations on where
their responsibility ends. The only recourse of the
diocese would be to sell properties currently in ye
This means parishes and schools, as well, will fj
for reorganization. It would also mean curtailing
services in education and social services.

Question 6: What about the priest perpetn.
tors? Are they not punished for their wrongdoing?

Sexual abuse is a crime and a sin. Our diocese
is committed to reporting all allegations of crimes
to law enforcement and fully cooperating with
investigations into these matters. This is of sud
grave importance that upon arriving in the diocese
I established a toll-free telephone number (1-888-
634-4499) to ensure that all allegations be imme-
diately referred to the appropriate district attomey.

We are also a Church. Therefore we mustalo
deal with sin and the ramifications of sin. The
Charter for the Protection of Children and Young
People requires that any priest who has a credible
allegation regarding the sexual abuse of a minor be
removed from ministry. They may no longer pres-
ent themselves as priests. Some also have been la-
cized - separated from the priesthood.

» See Pagell
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es, the priests have been sent for
ot In some instances before 2002, these
wm were cleared by competent mental health
.onals to return for reassignment. We have
;:ducted 2 thorough review in our diocese and I am
aware of any case in which those priests that
= returned to ministry following treatment were
‘:ﬁed of inappropriate behavior or abuse.
:g\-mhelessy 25 we strive to remain ever vigilant in
&prmectjon of the young, these priests no longer
an publicly function as a priest and have all been
«oved from ministry-
Asyou will see in the larger report, care for per-

perators must include moral and psychological

counseling and an invitation to live a life of prayer
and penance which is organized for them by Father

Bay l_(oden, our priest delegate to priests on admin-
istrative leave.

- Question 7: Does not the Church have a moral
responsibility to assist victims?
I have always maintained that the Church has
a moral responsibility to assist victims which
comes from our nature as a Church, but that the
legal responsibility for past cases which are
beyond the statute of limitations cannot be attrib-
uted t6 our responsibility. This does not mean
that we will not assist victims whose statute of
limitations has ended. We are making every effort
to reach out to these individuals with spiritual,

put Out Into the Deep: Out of the Shadow and Into the Light

moral, and economic assistance when this is
requested. There are many times when the vic-
tims' lawyers will not let them avail themselves of
any counseling by the Church or meetings for pur-
poses of reconciliation.

It is truly a complex matter with which we are
dealing. I invite you to read the comprehensive
report which answers these questions and others
in more depth. As the title of the report mentions,
we must move From Shadow to Light into healing
and reconciliation. It is an effort in putting out
into the deep. Please pray that the Church, which
includes you and I, has not abandoned those who
may have, in any way, been hurt by the Church,
but rather be assisted to become survivors of sex-
ual abuse and not remain victims.



