Put Out Into the Deep

The Consequences of Pornography g+

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

For over 2,000 years, the Gospel has continually
called Christians to evangelize and transform the
cuhurg in which we live by becoming holy, but we
recognize there are obstacles to holiness. Today, an
ncrease in material prosperity sometimes results in
a spiritual poverty that can lead to a fixation on one-
self to the detriment of one’s relationships with a
spouse, children, friends, co-workers, neighbors, and
most importantly Almighty God. The multi-million-
dqllar pornography industry profits from this and
reinforces a growing narcissism, or pre-occupation
with self.

How can we define

pornography? In 1986 the
Attorney General’s

Commission on Pornography
defined it as, “material that is sexually explicit and
intended primarily for sexual arousal.” At one time,
pornography was sold in a limited number of loca-
tions; it was considered shameful to patronize such
establishments. Now, we can find it even in our
homes - on the radio, television or computer.

At its core, pornography is a dagger driven into
the heart of love. In his first encyclical, “Redemptor
Hominis," the late Pope John Paul I, of happy mem-
ory, reminded us that “man cannot live without love.
He remains a being that is incomprehensible for him-
self, his life is senseless if love is not revealed to him,
if he does not encounter love, if he does not experi-
ence it and make it his own, if he does not participate
in it” For the Christian, a human is created in the
image and likeness of God; hence, sex is a participa-
tion in the communion of God and creation. The
pornographer considers humans to be simply a more
evolved animal and believes that pleasure is the only

end of sex.

There are many adverse consequences due to Lhe
accessibility of pornography and the growth of ll;lB
industry that prey on the human ._\'oul'. Pornography
is a corruption that causes complications and dfs\sO-
lutions of marriages. It is a symptom of the disor-
dered understanding of freedom that pervades mod-
ern culture and threatens the foundations 91’ thg fam-
ily and human dignity. Freedom, as {iescnhed in El\_g
encyclical of John Paul II, “Familiaris Consortio,” is
“conceived not as a capacity for rcalizing the truth of
God's plan for marriage and the family, but as a‘n
autonomous power of self-affirmation, often against
others for one’s own selfish well-being.”

How does pornography corrupt and 90mehcate
marriage? In his encyclical, “Humanae Vitae, Pope
Paul VI tells us that the Church has consistently
taught that through the “mutual gift of then:selves.
which is specific and exclusive to them alone,” a hu§-
band and wife “develop that union of two persons in
which they perfect one another, cooperating with Gm{
in the generation and rearing of new h_vgs.
Pornography impedes this participation in the divine
life and sets up a false dichotomy between love and
sex. It is said that some spouses — a small number, I
would hope — will spend hours apart on the Internet
in a virtual world of so-called “adult” chat rooms an_d
Web sites, rather than spending time nurturing their
relationship and pouring themselves out as a total
self-gift, sharing aspirations, fears, joys, sorrows and
struggles.

Moreover, the entertainment industry markets
movies and programming to children that is rife with
adult innuendo. Our modern culture is hypocritical
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Bishop Comments on Priest’s Arrest

In a letter to the parishioners
of St. Ephrem’s Church, Dyker
Heights,  Bishop  Nicholas
DiMarzio said he had withdrawn
the faculties of a resident priest
from Ghana arrested Oct. 18 for
“inappropriate behavior with a
young lady” in the parish.

The bishop said the priest,
Father Anthony Ocloo, 45, no
longer resides in St. Ephrem’s
rectory, where he had stayed
since January, and may not func-
tion publicly as a priest. He was
in this country at the direction of
his bishop of the Diocese of Keta-
Akatsi to study for a master’s
degree in business administra-

tion at St. John's University.

Msgr. Peter V. Kain, St.
Ephrem’s pastor, read the letter at
the five weekend Masses Oct. 22-23.

In the letter, Bishop DiMarzio
said the Kings District Attorney’s
Office was notified “immediately”
after the allegation was received
by the diocesan telephone “hot
line.” Detectives from the District
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Ocloo at the rectory.

Attorney’s Office arrested Father

The bishop said that diocesan
and parish representatives “are
cooperating fully” with law
enforcement agencies investigat-
ing the allegation.

The information from the toll-
free number was also given to the
diocesan Victims Assistance
Coordinator, Sister Ellen Patricia
Finn, O.P, to offer assistance to
the person who made the allega-
tion and her family, the bishop
noted.

Bishop DiMarzio said that
Msgr. Kain “has been most sup-
portive and has once again given
evidence of his pastoral sensitivi-
ty and concern.”

In addition to meeting with
the family, the pastor addressed
the issue with 250 parents of stu-
dents in the parish school and
religious education program, with
the school faculty and with the
parish staff.

“This has been one of the most
painful times for me in my 40
years in the priesthood,” Msgr.
Kain said.

After the weekend Masses,

Sister Ellen Patricia and

s of the di h g
team, Sister Patricia Hudson,
C.S.J., and Alfred Wassler, were
available at the church to speak
with parishioners who wished to
discuss the incident.

Bishop DiMarzio wrote that
the diocesan response to the alle-
gation complied with the man-
dates of the US. bishops' 2002
“Charter for the Protection of
Children and Young People” and
the accompanying “Essential
Norms.”

“I wish to remind all parish-
ioners,” he said, “that-anyone who
wishes to report an incident of
inappropriate behavior with a
minor” should call the “hot line”
number: (888) 634-4499, “Calle
are responded to professional
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a.m., Mass, Sacred Hearts-
St.  Stephen’s
Carroll Gardens.

Mass, Holy Cross Church,
Maspeth.

College Chapel, Brooklyn, dinner to follow at Bishog
Residence, Brooklyn.

Sunday, Oct. 30 - 10

Church,
-3 p.m,, Polish Heritage

Monday, Oct. 31 - 1:30 p.m., Episcopal Vicars Meeting
ancery.

Tuesday, Nov. 1 - 6 p.m., Mass for Legatus, St. Josepll

and with courtesy,” he said.

The bishop concluded his let-
ter by asking parishioners to pray
“for the persons affected by this
disturbing incident. . that they
will feel the healing touch of

Christ at a difficult time in their
lives.”

Miers was not raised as a Catholic.
Catholic Church records and
the White House both refute what
has become a boilerplate part of
discussions about Miers, the
White House general counsel and
nominee for the Supreme Court.
News stories, commentaries

and editorials nationwide have
repeated the description that
Miers was brought up Catholic
but now attends an evangelical
Protestant church.

According to White House spokes-
woman Maria Tamburri, “Harriet
Miers did not grow up Catholic”

The editor of the Texas

Reports That Miers Was Raised Catholic Are Misleading

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Harriet

Catholic, newspaper of the Dallas
Diocese, began checking records of
baptisms and other sacraments,
“The Diocese of Dallas has no
record of Harriet Miers or her
immediate family ever having been
a member of the Catholic Church”
said Deacon Bronso, i

n Havard,
spokesman for the diocese.

Mary Star of the Sea Cemetery, Lawrence, L1

Superiors, Immaculate Conception Center, Douglaston.
Center, Douglaston.
Church, Astoria.

Diocesan Office of Black Ministry, St. James Cath®®
Basilica, Brooklyn.

Catholic Women, St. Mary Gate of Heaven Chureh.
Park.
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