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This week we celebrate the Feast of St.
Joseph, protector of the Child Jesus and
model for the Church in the protection of
children. The sexual abuse crisis in the
Church was highlighted, especially, at this
year's Academy Awards with the Oscar for
Best Picture going to the movie “Spotlight.”
The movie chronicled the investigative
journalism work of the Boston Globe's

- "Spotlight” unit which identified the depth
of the sexual abuse crisis in  the
Archdiocese of Boston and precipitated a
review of all dioceses.

In 2002, the Bishops of the United
States met in Dallas, Texas and signed what
is now known as the Dallas Charter. This
Charter has guided the Church in the last
almost 15 years to redouble its efforts in cre-
ating a safe environment for children within
the Church. The issue of sexual abuse by
clergy and other employees of the Church is
a page in our history that we must not for-
get, since it causes us to see the harm and
pain which has been caused as well as drives
us to make sure that such a situation will
never happen in the future.

A study done by John Jay College enti-
tled “The Causes and Context of Sexual
Abuse of Minors by Catholic Priests in the
United = States, 1950-2010; A Report
Presented to the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops by the John Jay College
Research Team,” first printed in May of 2011,
was an important independent study (This
study can be found on the USCCB Page:
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-
action/child-and-youth-protection/reports—
and-research.cfm).

Unfortunately, the study did not get
much coverage in the press. The most impor-
tant finding was that this crisis truly took the
form of an epidemic; which means that it
had a beginning, a rising occurrence and then
a quick end. It began some time in the 1960s,
peaked in the late 1970s and 1980s and
dropped off in the 1990s.

But why did this happen? The causes are
difficult to pinpoint. However, the historical
situation of a lack of moral adherence in a
sexually-charged culture was a major con-
tributing factor. More importantly, it was the
misunderstanding and mishandling of this
phenomenon by Church officials that truly
became the scandal which we still need to
heal. Often, priests were sent for evaluation
and rehabilitation once a report of abuse was
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brought to the attention of officials, alth;)l‘:vi};
many cases went unreporsed‘ W9rse e b
the constant moving of priests thhom'ret}?
bilitation or counseling. While that was in t E
minority, it nonetheless does no_t (.iu'mms
the pain and suffering caused to victims.

The overall impact in comparative terms,
perhaps, is not a great number: fotfr percent
of the approximately 110,000 priests who
served from the period of 1950 to 2000. Let
me state that although it was a small percent-
age of the total number of priests at that
time, four percent is four percent too many.
This never should have happened, and I
believe that it will not happen again given
the safeguards that have been implemented.
The Dallas Charter mandated “zero toler-
ance” for any act of sexual abuse by a clergy
member against a minor or young person,
meaning that no priest may be reassigned
once it is proven that he has committed a
sexual act with a minor or young person. This
is a rigorous policy that has proven to be the
antidote to this horrible epidemic.

Presently, in the State of New York we
face legislation commonly called “Look-Back
Legislation” which is the lifting of the Statute
of Limitations on these old cases of sexual
abuse. The principle of the Statute of
Limitations is a wise legal principle that
states after a time memories fail, witnesses
are not available, and, in fact, people die or
are recused, making it almost impossible to
have fair hearings or trials.

The Diocese of Brooklyn, however, does
not ignore victims who come forward. We
have set up a Toll-Free Reporting Line (1-
888-634-4499) 5o that all cases are reported
directly to the prosecutors and district attor-
neys in Brooklyn and Queens. This system
prevents any possible contamination of the
report by anyone involved in the Diocese and
ensures that appropriate
ensue. Once a victim reports a
Victim Assistance Coordinat
social worker, immediately contacts the vic-
tim and offers counseling, without the neces-
sity of any proof of the abuse.

In working with a group of survivors of
sexual abuse committed by clergy, it has been
very clear that healing from sexual abuse
takes pl.acg in many ways: therapy, meeting
o.thgr victims, being active in helping other
v1ct1ms/§un'1\'ors, retelling what happened
and ha"}“g one’s story witnessed. One of the
ways this is done is in my meetings with vic-
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