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A by Marie Elena Giossi

The diocesan Office of Victim
Assistance is starting a new initiative to
help survivors of clergy sexual abuse
build stronger family relationships.

A parenting group for survivors in
Brooklyn and Queens is set to begin
Jan. 28. Participants will meet once
weekly to share a meal and discussion,
guided by trained mental health pro-
fessionals. Sessions will cover the
unique questions and concerns parent-
survivors face in raising their children.

Jasmine Salazar, diocesan victim
assistance coordinator, explained that
this group is being offered in direct
response to what a diocesan commit-
tee of survivors haye requested.

Members  of the  diocesan
Survivors Advisory Committee meet
regularly to assess the needs of those
who have been victimized by clergy or
church personnel, and develop forms
of pastoral Outreach. [ag year, the
8roup requested 5 Mass
Healing, which  Bjs
lg;lt\}iarzlo celebrated 4 St. James
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Salazar says her goal i
attendees “gain confidence
parenting and help them Trom
their relationship with their childw

Group members will e S
to try to better understand their e
riences growing up, and any traey
related to parent-figures

Salazar explained that ope dd
greatest challenges for parent-srve
is “when a child is the Sme age s
parent was when the abuse took plxy’

In some cases, she noted, the pe
ent “might become overprotective'is
fear of the same thing happesing »
their child. Other parent-survw
push their own children away for b
that they might hurt them.

While research shows that s
who were victims of sexual N 2
childhood are at an incressd st o
becoming abusers later in e S
Points out that risk doesnt dos
reality. By conducting this grop &
hopes to help parent-survivors s
their fears. s

Letters about this initiatwe u_
been sent to diocesan parishes 5
appearing in parish bulletns e
has also reached out to victms ‘i
tance coordinators in diocesss ‘“’

€ country since “survivors ofted ™
cate,” she noted. . of

Registration for the grov
open, and every potential P-“_““‘i‘ 3
screened to ensure the u‘lm‘:d,':i
of the group. Interested parss ”i‘_‘
718-623-5236 for more o™,

Another initiative Pmm(j«"
later this year is the formato :.«.' :
Port groups for the survivers ®

eir parents and spouses

“There are different \hﬂ
Salazar noted, and her offic® :‘
help survivors and their fn
reconciliation and healing
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