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New Support Group For My,
Survivors of Clergy Sex Abyg,

The Diocese of Brooklyn's Office for
Victims' Assistance is beginning a support
group for men who were sexually abused
by a member of the clergy. :

It will be coordinated by Jasmine
Salazar who heads the office. She is cur-
rently in the recruitment stage and is hop-
ing to garner enough interest to begin the
5esS10nS.

An Empowering Step

She said taking that first step for many
men is difficult, but one that often
becomes a life-changing experience. “Once
they hear other members talk, it's empow-
ering and it becomes easier. Someone may
share their story and say, “That’s when I
entered the darkness’ Then someone else
will say, ‘That's exactly how I feel."”

People who join the support group
set the rules and boundaries at the first
meeting. “There is definitely a bond that
forms and they begin looking forward to
the sessions,” she explains about several
support groups already in existence. “In
my experience, the support someone
receives from another survivor does not
compare to the support they get from
someone who is not a survivor.

“One of the things that impedes the
healing process is when someone feels
alone. It's something they don’t want to
tell many people because they feel like
there is shame attached to it. The ability
to free themselves from that isolation
helps so many survivors.”

Salazar's position of Victims
Assistance Coordinator was created after
the church’s history of clergy members
sexually abusing minors made headlines in
2002. When the news broke, the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops met on
how to handle the crisis. The bishops
passed The Charter for the Protection of
Young People which includes guidelines
for reporting crimes, preventing future
abuse and reaching out to victims,

They also wanted to find the scope
and depth of the abuse. They commis-
sioned an independent survey conducted
by John Jay College of Criminal Justice.
The survey gathered information from
church records across the country
between 1950 and 2002, It concluded
that there were credible allegations of
abuse against 4,127 priests that involved
people under the age of 18, which repre-

sents 4 percent of all priests
that time period. The results myge

apparent that there was an urgent neeg :
reach out to these victims, many of y, to
had been keeping their abuse a secr ™

Salazar does much more thap coord;
nate support groups. She provides vicyp,
with information on how to report
abuse to authorities, she offers her o
support, and she provides ap amy of
resources, with the intention of p!
victims on a path to healing, It's why she
refers to the people she comes in contagt
with as survivors, not victims.

“To help in any way possible, to be
able to offer someone relief, strengthens
my faith,” she said. “It makes me fee] lte
I am an active participant in the Cathoc
Church. I have been doing social work for
many years and I have always beey
amazed by people’s capacity to heil
God's power is amazing”

Sen'ing dlmng

Acknowledgment
Another important step in the healing
process is accountability. Bishop Nichols
DiMarzio invites survivors to meet with
him. In a recent interview with NETTV,
the bishop said, “In Brooklyn, I have met
with over 50 victims during the last 14
years. It is a heart-wrenching experienct
because you recognize the depth of d\.e
hurt that these people have experienced
And Salazar attends each of thee
meetings. g
“The bishop uses the opportunity ©
offer an apology on behalf of the Church
and to acknowledge what the survivor wett
through. That is a very powerful monﬂ‘
Often there are tears. Often there is
a sigh of relief from the survivor, she -
Salazar hopes the new group for =
will bring the same success as receat “
sions, which include a monthly P:‘ ;
ey
en oup
receivgedg;osiu've feedback frm:ﬂ m’"mgl
the participants who als0 built
friendships with fellow surviver: s
“I start with where you 27 "Ly
journey and go from there. I(fiyo chat’
to reach out to me once an mxi‘:i -
By Salazar::i . ;{: bns::f:i;zr He woﬂu
ning joke I had with a e ming; [
alwi;'s see me and say, ‘Hi Jomr

» seo Poge !

To report an incident of sexual abuse by a me

clergy, call the confidential diocesan hotline: 1-8

ber of the
833 534-4499~

T""-%‘ll.n

)




10

January 7,2017

i

“‘.
Vit e
ARRCERE” iy ; ‘;h\g‘s.hl‘
I get a warm feeling each '
month when I see the

savings | get with UMEC.

We get a warm feeling
knowing UMEC is there for
us 24/7, even in a blizzard!

get that warm feeling

...this winter season and throughout the year with United Metro Energy's fuel
oil sales, service and installations for your home or your parish.
United Metro Energy has enjoyed a 70-year tradition of honesty, integrity
and community partnership with its Brooklyn and Queens neighbors.
EIEIEEER Heating Oil | Natural Gas Installation | M Plans | Price Protection

UNITED METRO ENERGY

FURLING A BURTARABLE FUTURE

COMPLETE SALES, SERVICE AND INSTALLATION
New York's Largest F. And Operated Energy Company
B888-BIO-HEAT | UnitedMetroEnergy.com
Serving The 5 Boroughs, Nassau, Suffolk & Westchester
CALL TODAY TO LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP YOU START SAVING TOMORROW.

Join us in celebrating the birthday of
the Servant of God

Msgr. Bernard Quinn

at a Vesper Service,
to commemorate his life
and our hopes for his canonization.

Sunday, January 15,2017 .

(the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.)
3 p.m. Vesper Service

St. Peter Claver R.C. Church
29 Claver Place, Brooklyn, New York 11238
(bet. Franklin and Classon Avenues)

Msgr. Quinn was born on January 15, 1888, the day of the
canonization of St. Peter Claver. His cause for canonization
was recently endorsed by the U.S. Roman Catholic Bishops.

www.thetably, org l
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Fall River Diocese, Town
Create Wildlife SanCtllary

(CNS) - Bishop da Cunha

STPORT,  Mass : »
stone’s throw away from the et L:j ::;“’mcy Dormhy Tongue'; ""’l
Buzzards Bay where it meets R}pdc Islan estport to sign the Papery offic, N
Sound, both leading to the Atlanlu' Ocean “Wn(.‘rshnp_ t’imf,._.h"
< The beach area on the pond's south Richmond Pond Widig
cide was the spot where youngsters will be managed to Protecy lhuc Sar(,:*‘
attending St Vincent's Camp, 8 few miles  significant coastal wildlife hab‘:x;l?uir ;

joint statement releaged |, L
Conservation Trust anq zh{ E)V:s% ltl !

River. “(It) is a haven '™
threatened and endan for the 4, ¢

to the north, would enjoy its pristine
waters and sand '
With the closing of St. Vincent's

Camp, the 24-acre beach site was not being e

used, except by local birds, fish and wildlife, A variety of significane sl’u.vrv'm:ri;i -

specifically the threatened PIUV““K PIpeT. sonal residents of the Propery .t
In the spirit of Pope Francis encyclical common terns, ‘“mlpalma:,_.dl inchge,

“Laudato Si')" Fall River Bishop Edgar M and American oystercatchery . |

“The sanctuary wi]] |
to walking, beachcomb;
nature observation and
ing with an eye on {0
wildlife hablt?;,' the ;::.:::,T; ook,
“The property can be C‘n[ﬂg‘d mrj%,
but parking is unavailables ¥ b

da Cunha recently finalized the sale of the
property to the Westport  Land
Conservation Trust, so that the organiza-
tion can create the Richmond Pond
Wildlife Sanctuary. The pond is one of only
two coastal salt ponds in Westport.
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Contribution to Conservation

“This land has such a unique environ-
ment,” Bishop da Cunha told The Anchor,
newspaper of the Diocese of Fall River
“We felt it would be a good use for the

Fruitful for Future Generay;
Bishop da Cunha told The And.

is a good feeling to know that : :

from now will be able 1o

en, 1
property. | see it as our contribution to  the wildlife, the birds and lhe]:y, g: ki
conserving various species of nature for and that the diocese had , pat mm,‘&‘
years to come.” “It shows a sign of our e

The diocese had been looking for a
good way to use the land when approached
by Westport Land Conservation Trust with
its proposal to use the site strictly for con-
servation purposes. “It was a win-win situa-
tion,” the bishop added, “a no-brainer. The
neighbors, the town and the wildlife bene-
fit from this”

ment to protecting God's crey
Francis has asked us al] to do*

The release also stated :
Land Conservation Trust zk:h ;‘:‘@t
the right to purchase the camp T}:z
erty is 82 acres with wooded up!n:: f
has just over 10 acres with buildings iy
constitute the camp core
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New Support Group For Male
Survivors of Clergy Sex Abuse |

<« Continued from Page 8 through a background check, agrees ot
church’s code of conduct, and completsns |
training course, called VIRTUS Smce
2003, the Diocese of Brooklyn has tramd
more than 70,000 people. Each yer ¢
trains approximately 50,000 studeats
teach them about sexual abuse

If you are a male survivor of sed
abuse who is interested in jouning the ne¥
support group for men, contact Jamst
Salazar by phone at 718-623-5236,
email  vacministry@diobrook.org b
Monday, Jan. 9.

going to call you" I would look at him and
say, ‘Al right.’

“Well, it took him three years to make
that call and now [ hear from him a couple
of times a week. I will always follow your
pace,” she said

Equally as important as reaching out
to victums is preventing future abuse. The
Safe Environment Office at the diocese
headed by Maryellen Quinn, ensures that
anyone associated with the church goes



	Support Group for Survivors of Sex Abuse article Jan 2017 
	get that warm feeling



