=

il ..
; Diocese Protects Kids from Pedophiles Lurey|

~ BY ROGER PAYNE
3 From the Prisons of Tennessee to the
PIE to o Sherlockian young computer
hacker in London, Kenneth Wooden has
spent a lifetime gathering information
that will help keep children safe, not just
22 from sexual predators, but from becom-
Wa ing victims of many types of exploitation.
old He has testifieq before Congress 14
pul times, The Secret Service, 60 Minutes,
20/20, and countless other prestigious
enforcement organizations and
media outlets have tapped his expertise
as a consultant, speaker, and trainer.
Re Last week, under the auspices of the
in  diocesan Safe Environment Program,
Mi Wooden shared his knowledge in aware-
ness and “train the trainers” lectures at
it Our Lady of Angels, Bay Ridge, and the
Immaculate Conccption Center,
of  Douglaston, Pastors, priests, principals,
and DREs began to learn about Wooden’s
th “Lures” program, which beginning in
W January will be a fixture in every
H' parochial school and religious educatiory
program in the diocese,
M The expected result is that thousands
' of children will know how to keep them-
H ' selves safe and resist the “lures” of

¥

ground, that alone would lead you to say,
this man knows what he's talkmg{ about.

Wooden's passion for children’s safety
first surfaced upon his return from the
Korean conflict, when he “missed the GI
Bill by 30 days.” Unable to afford college,
he obtained a job with the New Jersey
State Police as a fingerprint expert, and
found his reward in one particular week-
ly duty.

“What I really loved was, every
Thursday afternoon, I would get a couple
of hundred sets of fingerprints of people
wanting to drive school buses,” Wooden
recalled. “I would catch one or two dozen
child molesters every week just. by
matching their fingerprints with crimi-
nal records,”

Wooden's success led to a stint on a
prison reform commission, where he
found the jails overcrowded with what he
terms “status offenders” - runaways, tru-
ants, and others who had committed no
crimes but had nowhere else to be,

Their plight inspired his first book,
“Weeping in the Playtime of Others,”
which “Mike Wallace read poolside at
Ronald Reagan's estate,” chuckles
Wooden, who then became Wallace's
trusted source on child abuse and a fea-

o Knowing how organized predators are, ['ve designed something
t
to prevent their specific techniques. - Kenneth Wooden

I pedophiles and other potential preda-

tors.  According to Sister Pat Hudson,
¢ director of the Safe Environment
I Program, that's the logical next step for
¢ the diocese.

“The Safe Environment Program has
done a lot of work in training adults in

! sex abuse awareness over the past two-
and-a-half years” said Sister Pat. “We
are now moving into directly helping
children understand what they need to
do to help protect themselves.”

“We've researched many programs,”
she explained. “We've chosen this one
because it's the most reality-based, it
deals with very specific situations, it’s
manageable for the teachers, it’s very
straightforward, and it’s what we want
the kids to learn. It's also broader than
Just sex abuse education; it’s really a
personal safety program.

“Many many priests and pastors
came to hear Ken. It attests to the seri-
Oous commitment the priests have to
doing something to avoid sex abuse of
children. If you look at Ken’s back-

tured presentation on 60 Minutes on
“Kiddie Porn.” That led to contact with a
minister in Tennessee whose farm for
wayward boys turned out to be the center
of a national child prostitution ring,
Wooden got the assignment to inyesti-
gate how the ring operated, and his eyes
were opened wide,

“These people actually had a newslet-
ter called PIE - ‘the Pedophile
Information Exchange - and it included
a feature called ‘Lure of the Month’”
explained Wooden, Essentially, each
“lure” was a tip on how best to enlist 4
child’s cooperation in their own destryc-
tion.

“The lure of the month was soap
crayons,” Wooden recalls, “] was appalled.
We had gotten our own daughters soap
crayons so they could draw in the bath-
tub.”

Determined to save children from
such monstrous perversion, Wooden
began lecturing nationwide, And every-
where he went, he visited prisong and
interviewed pedophiles to learn how they

Kenneth Wooden

operated and how they could realistically
be thwarted. The Lures program is the
result. The program lists 17 specific
types of lures pedophiles use on children,
and trains children not only to resist
those specific lures, but other inappropri-
ate overtures as well. And the compre-
hensive four-part program includes
training the trainers, a two-day in-school
program, a Parent Guide to empower
understanding and follow-up at home,
and a TV news series excerpted from
Wooden's appearances on national televi-
sion,

“I'm not here to sel] a program, I'm
here to sell a partnership,” says Wooden.
“It's highly enlightening to teach the
teachers how organized the predators
are. That's been trye for audiences rang-
ing from Congressional committees to
PTA luncheons, [t motivates them to
teach or take action »

Of course, the program is
Wooden’s research continues. With the
internet beco Nng an ever m

: ore vital
medium  for pedophile Operations,
Wooden, a self-confessed co

“Iread in the Newspapers about g kid
going to prison for hacking Microsoft and
Boeing Aircraft,” Wooden saiq. “’I‘hejudge
gave me Michae] Wilkinson for 200 hours
ufpummunity service, and | asked him tq
bring two hackers from elsewhere a5
:.(All. He came ¢, Vermont and brought

is ‘represen!atives' fi i i
and London, Englang! g Phllﬂdelphﬂl

“These kids were dynamige! They gave

Power of Prayer Emphasized at vj

me real insight intq how
computers, COmmunicate ;’i:}?‘&\
and the questions they ag) “\ :
foothold. They also destroyeq 3 Wpy,
pedophile websites before 1
off the ground.” Tay
The bad news there

Wooden, is that pedophjes it !
worst moments and fea;,' PR
have them. ey

“The key question Pedoph; k
‘How do your parents get ” 1;'
scary question,” sighg Wooden eyt
normal conflict between mhk'
lescents, and parents dg g

moments. Predators know th"’“:
have a concern that their

split or leave them, and they usm:.
build a rapport with the chilg Onee
child is talking, everything mll
and the predator is home free.

“Parents need to talk thee
moments with their children We oy
train the children to understang that
someone is asking aboyt parent;
‘moments,’ then that's a Predator g,
ing, and kids need to tell parents jmp,.
diately.”

The program now includes 2 saml
internet use contract for parents to s
with their kids, which includes el
like “I will not respond to people | dmt
know” It's simple, practical tools i
that, which are based on  spect
research on pedophile techniques, tha
make Wooden’s Pprogram successful Phs
of course, his very down-to-earth teash-
ing approach.

“I never liked puppets, McGruff ad
stuff,” Wooden confesses. “They're fu,
but the kids can miss the point. I'm mers
direct. To train my kids how important
iS not to run out into the street, Id ts
them out into the neighborhood md
show them a flat cat.

“Knowing how organized predatirs
are, I've designed something to prevent
their specific techniques. Predators haw
told me in prison they muldn't'cm_km
training. For the first time in history,
we're giving kids specific boundaries. y

“We have a lot of fun teaching ths
program. The kids enjoy it, and they ret®
ly get it. We teach by asking quﬁ“""‘w
We teach them the concept of lure -
do you catch a fish? What's another .
for bait? What's the largest wﬂ?P""l:‘,i
the world? (It's the human brain s
brogram that computer to resist u:‘?
The kids love it, and they really get 1. |

“It's common sense, really” W
concluded.
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