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Saturday, April 16

- 2 p.m,, Blessing of the Bishop Joseph M. Sullivan Way, 71st St., at Our Lady of
Hope, Middle Village.

Sunday, April 17

- Noon, Mass and Closing of 75th Anniversary Year, Holy Family Church,
Flushing

Tuesday, April 19

- 3 p.m., Individual meetings and day with seminarians, Redemptoris Mater
Seminary, Kearny, N.J.

Wednesday, April 20

- 10:30 a.m,, Assignment Board Meeting, 310 Prospect Park West, Brooklyn (310
PPW)

- 12 p.m, Mass with Hospital Chaplains, 310 PPW
- 4:30 p.m., New York Blood Center - Parish Recognition Ceremony, Immaculate
Conception Center, Douglaston

Thursday, April 21 }
-7 p.m. Mass of Hope and Healing, Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Church, Forest Hills

Saturday, April 23,
- Noon, Memorial Mass, Catholic Teachers Association, Good Shepherd
Church, Marine Park

Blessed
Savina Petrilli’

1851 - 1923
Feast: April 18

Born in Siena, Italy, this foundress had a life-long devotion to St Catherine
of Siena. As a young member of a Marian sodality, she taught catechism
to street children and gradually felt called to serve abandoned children
and the poor. At 22, she began the work of establishing the Congregation
of the Sisters of the Poor of St. Catherine of Siena, which received papal
approval in 1877. Somewhat impulsive and impatient, Savina made a spe-
cial vow never to deliberately refuse God anything. She counseled her sis-
ters, “Whoever looks at us must see Jesus in us.” She died of cancer and
was beatified in 1988. Her congregation serves today in Italy, South
America, Asia and the United States.
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Up Front

Protecting Childrep, Is
| An Ongoing Priority

A by Maryellen Quinn

“Spotlight,” this year’s Academy Award best movie,
the victims of sexual abuse and the members of the
question, “What is the Diocese of Brookl
children and vulnerable adults>*

To understand what the Diocese of Brookl
understand the actions of the United States
Bishops (USCCB) that established The Chart
Children and Young People, a comprehensive se
allegations of sexual abuse of minors by
includes guidelines for reconciliation, healing, accountability and preyep.
tion of future acts of abuse. Every diocese in the country 1s audited for
charter compliance. The Diocese of Brooklyn was found to be fully com.
pliant with the charter every year since the process began in 2003 whey
the diocese created the Safe Environment Office to ensure compliance
The Safe Environment Office is responsible for sexual abuse awareness
training of children and adults, creation of the Diocesan Code of
Conduct, and conducting background checks for all employees and vol-
unteers over the age of 18.

In a diocese as large as Brooklyn, complying with the charter is no
easy task! Our diocese enlists the help of our pastors, principals, directors
of faith formation and parish-level safe environment coordinators to
ensure all programs in all parishes are monitored and are operating within
the guidelines of the charter. Any adult who has contact with children in
our programs, schools and academies must submit to an ongoing back-
ground search. The practice of ongoing background searches 15 necessary
to provide the best protection from prédators gaining access to our chil-
dren. Signing the Diocesan Code of Conduct is also required by all those
who have contact with children, giving them behavioral guidelines when
ministening to children and vulnerable adults.

Every child in our panshes’ faith formation programs, schools and
academies are trained using the Child Lures Prevention Program. This
program teaches children strategies to keep themselves safe from people
who may try to harm them in any way. Young people, ages 14 -17, who
attend a parish faith formation program or volunteer in a parish are
required to participate in the online safety awareness training, Shield the
Vulnerable. Every adult who has contact with the children in our pro-
grams, schools and academies must attend a Virtus “Protecting God's
Children” session which teaches them to recognize the signs of predatory
behavior in other adults and the signs of abuse in children

Children are our most precious resource. No child or adult should
ever experience abuse by anyone. We all have the night to be treated
with dignity and to expect our Church to reflect the goodness of God
During the past 13 years, we have learned that, through educauon and
working together as a community, we can create safe boundaries for our
children. We know that talking about sexual abuse is not easy. However,
to prevent abuse, everyone must be aware of the signs of abuse and
appropnately report them immediately We must control who has
access to our children. By raising awareness of sexual abuse in our com-
munities, the Catholic Church is working to protect all of our children
and vulnerable adults.

In our ever-changing world which includes the Internet and socal
media, we must be mindful and attentive to the present risk factors that
face our children. We must be prepared to make changes to our pobaes
and procedures when the needs arise. The Diocese of Brooklyn takes sen-
ously the responsibility of protecting our children and vulnerable adults
We, the Church, must continue to acknowledge our responsibulity and
remain ever vigilant to the task.
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Maryellen Quinn is the coordinator of the diocese’s Office of Safe Enviromment
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The Healing from Abuse Continues

My dear brothers and sisters in the Lord,
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